Schumann is organizer of the next international workshop, and he invited all participants to join him in Bangkok, Thailand, in 2008 to continue the tradition. It is very appropriate that Wolfgang should continue the tradition because, at the Concepció n meeting, I learned that he had conceived the idea of an international workshop on cellular stress responses in 1996. The story of how this happened and the involvement of Subhash Lakhotia and others, which culminated in the first of these workshops in Varanasi, India, is presented along with digital images at the CSSI website.
Peter Csermely extended an invitation to all of the participants to attend the Third Cell Stress Society International Congress on Stress Responses in Biology and Medicine and the Second International Congress of Stress Research, which will be held concurrently in Budapest, Hungary, 23-26 August 2007 . This congress will celebrate the centennial anniversary of Hans Selye, founder of the stress concept. Molecular chaperone pioneer John Ellis will receive the CSSI Medallion in recognition of his pioneering discoveries, and he will present the Keynote Address at the Opening Ceremony on the evening of 23 August. The meeting link is now active and can be accessed either directly at www.stress07.com or through the CSSI website. More than 600 colleagues have already preregistered for this meeting.
Antonio De Maio and Gabriele Multhoff have provided an excellent summary of the Chile workshop in an article titled ''Stress down south: meeting report of the Fifth International Workshop on the Molecular Biology of Stress Responses'' published in this issue. I would like to draw the reader's attention to several special events that occurred at Concepció n. A number of speakers arrived early and conducted a teach-in for the South American students attending the workshop to help prepare them for the research sessions to follow. In addition, each lunch break, which is a very civilized 2 hours in Chile, was organized at a local restaurant, with students seated at tables with the speakers to facilitate exchanges of information and ideas. These events worked so well that we plan to repeat them at future workshops. Digital images taken at the workshop are available at the CSSI website, www.cellstress.uconn.edu.
